ully [ Mo

RENETAG LSS ERES ST AT ERTE ER ALV

Buying Your
First Home,
Made Simple

Everything you need to know to feel
confident, prepared, and ready to take
the next step.

WWW.SALLYSELLSMOORE.COM



YOUR PATH TO BUYING
YOUR FIRST HOME

Buying your first home can feel like a lot—
but it doesn’t have to be overwhelming.

This guide breaks everything down into
simple steps so you can move forward with
clarity and confidence.

UNDERSTAND YOUR 01
FINANCIAL READINESS

Know what you can comfortably afford
and how to prepare before you start.

GET PRE-APPROVED WITH  [JEZ)
CONFIDENCE

Learn what lenders look for and how to
strengthen your position as a buyer.

CHOOSE THE RIGHT | 03
REALTOR FOR YOU

Have the right guidance so you feel
supported and avoid costly mistakes.

FOLLOW A SIMPLE STEP-BY- LI
STEP PROCESS

Stay organized and on track from your
first showing to closing day.




UNDERSTAND YOUR
FINANCIAL READINESS

Buying your first home starts with understanding where you are
financially — not where you think you should be.

You don’t need everything to be perfect. You just need a clear
starting point. Most buyers are closer than they think — they just
need the right information to move forward with confidence.

Where to Start:

Before looking at homes, it helps to have a simple understanding
of:

@® what you can comfortably afford

what upfront costs to expect

how lenders evaluate your finances
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WHAT LENDERS TYPICALLY LOOK AT

@ YOUR CREDIT SCORE
Your credit score helps determine your loan options and
interest rate. Many loan programs allow flexibility — and
improvements can be made over time.

® YOURINCOME & STABILITY

Lenders look for consistent income and a stable work history.
This helps show that you can comfortably manage a monthly
payment.

@ YOUR SAVINGS

Your down payment doesn’t have to be large — some programs
allow as little as 3-5%. It’s also important to plan for closing
costs, which can include lender fees, title, and escrow.

€© Instead of asking: “Am I ready to buy?”

@ Start with: “What would | need to feel ready?”

N -
SMART MOVE:

Start by understanding your numbers — not guessing them.
Even a simple conversation can give you clarity and direction.



GET PRE-APPROVED WITH
CONFIDENCE

Before you start seriously looking at
homes, there’s one step that makes
everything clearer: getting pre-approved.

It’s not as complicated as it sounds. It
simply means a lender reviews your
finances and gives you a clear idea of
what you can comfortably afford.

WHY IT MATTERS:

Pre-approval helps you:
@ understand your price range

S avoid falling in love with the
wrong home

@ move quickly when you find
the right one

It also shows sellers that you’re
serious and ready — which can make
a big difference in a competitive
market.

Pre-approval isn’t about committing —
it’s about getting clarity.



WHAT TO EXPECT
Once you connect with a lender, they’ll review your

financial picture and help you understand:
e Yyour estimated price range
e Yyour monthly payment
e Yyour loan options

This gives you a clear starting point before you begin
your home search.

WHAT YOU’LL TYPICALLY NEED
Most lenders will ask for:
e proof of income (pay stubs, W-2s, or tax returns)
e recent bank statements
e permission to check your credit
e employment information

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT
Once you’re pre-approved:
e You'll receive a pre-approval letter
e You can start viewing homes with confidence

e YyoU'll be ready to make a strong offer when the time
comes

SMART MOVE:

Get pre-approved before you start your home search — it makes
every step that follows easier and more confident.



CHOOSE THE RIGHT REALTOR
FOR YOU

Buying your first home is exciting but it can also feel
overwhelming without the right guidance. That’s where the right
agent makes all the difference.

A great agent doesn’t just help you find a home.

They help you understand the process, avoid costly mistakes,
and feel confident in every decision you make along the way.

WHAT THE RIGHT AGENT DOES

They help you:

@ understand the market and pricing
Q navigate each step of the process
Q advocate for your best interests

Q stay organized from start to finish

I The right agent doesn’t add pressure — they bring clarity.




WHAT TO LOOK FOR

EXPERIENCE CLEAR, LOCAL MARKET
YOU CAN TRUST CONSISTENT KNOWLEDGE
COMMUNICATION
An agent who You should always A strong
understands the feel informed, understanding of
market, pricing supported, and never neighborhoods,
strategies, and left wondering what values, and what to
how to guide first- comes next. look for beyond the
time buyers. listing.

QUESTIONS TO ASK:

A good agent will welcome your questions.

Here are a few to start with:
e How do you guide first-time buyers through the process?
0 What should | expect in this market right now?

0 How do you help buyers stay competitive?

SMART MOVE:

Choose an agent who helps you feel informed, not overwhelmed.
The right guidance makes every step easier.



FOLLOW A SIMPLE STEP-BY-STEP
PROCESS

Buying your first home may feel overwhelming but when you
break it down, it becomes much more manageable. You don’t
have to figure everything out at once. You just need to take the
next step.

WHAT THE PROCESS LOOKS LIKE

Understand Your Finances

Know your numbers and what
you can comfortably afford

Get Pre-Approved

Get clarity on your budget and

AT R T i Strengthen your position

Explore homes that fit your
needs and lifestyle

Make an Offer

When you find the right home,
Inspections & Due Diligence JRESERESAEITS

Review the home carefully and
move forward with confidence

Closing Day

Finalize everything and receive
your keys



WHAT TO EXPECT ALONG THE WAY

Each step is designed to move you forward with clarity — not
confusion.

During Your Home Search

* You’'ll view homes with your agent
® Refine your preferences as you go
e Stay focused on what matters most

When You Make an Offer

® Your agent helps you determine a
strong offer

* Negotiations may happen

®* Once accepted, you move into the next
phase

AFTER YOUR OFFER IS ACCEPTED

Inspections & Next Steps

® Schedule a home inspection
¢ Review findings with your agent
®* Request repairs or credits if needed

Preparing for Closing

* Finalize your loan
* Review closing documents
®* Complete a final walkthrough

SMART MOVE:

Focus on one step at a time — you don’t need to have everything
figured out all at once.



HOW WE HELP YOU MOVE FORWARD

Buying your first home is a big step — and having the right guidance
makes all the difference.

When you work with us, you're not expected to figure everything out on
your own.

We’'re here to help you understand each step, avoid costly mistakes, and
move forward with confidence.

' Weichert, Realtors®
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Start with a conversation! We’ll help you understand

your next step.

M 816-308-6806 www.sallysellsmoore.com
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